REL 222 Religious site visit and observation

Visit a temple, church, or other religious site for a religion not your own (Protestants can visit Catholic churches and vice versa).  Observe the physical location, buildings, rituals, practices, and the people present during your visit.  Report on your reaction and comparisons with your religious affiliation (if you have one).

I. Context


A. Name of religious organization, religion, sect, denomination, other affiliations, name of building, time and location of visit.

B. Organization details—history, how long at site

C. Core beliefs of organization

D. Common perception of religion/organization

II. Arrival


A. Physical description of site


B. What occurred outside

III. Entrance


A. Physical description of entrance area


B. People met


C. Actions taken

IV. Inside/Reception


A. Physical description



1. Description of room—layout, size, contents of room



2. Art and other decoration


B. People present



1. Numbers



2. Demographic details



3. Officials, congregants


C. Activities



1. What happened



2. Rituals?



3. Indications of beliefs

V. Service


A. Physical description



1. Description of room (if different from IV)—layout, size, contents of room



2. Art and other decoration


B. Service



1. Follow program (indicate what rituals took place)




a. present each program item




b. describe what occurred (who was involved, what did they say, what did they do?)



2. Discuss how program reflects beliefs 




a. Include names of rituals, explain terms, link practices and beliefs of worshipers

VI. After Service


A. Physical description



1. Description of room (if different from IV or V)—layout, size, contents of room



2. Art and other decoration


B. After service activities



1. describe what occurred (who was involved, what did they say, what did they do?)



2. how do after service activities reflect beliefs

VII. Reflection


A. What did you learn?



1. What surprised you?


B. How does your experience compare with your expectations?


C. Comparisons/contrasts with your religious affiliation


D. Anything else

