PHIL 506 Meaning and Value

Submit a 2450-3500-word narrative description of your approach to meaning and value. Demonstrate how your own philosophy relates to themes and material discussed in the course. Draw from personal experience and outlook, including (if you wish) your personal philosophy of life, your ethical standards and values, your career plans and ambitions, or your view of growth and self-development. Make clear which aspects of your personal philosophy of meaning and value you see as most applicable to your professional situation. Then, develop a personal action plan, delineating how you plan to apply your philosophy.

I. Intro


A. Discuss what a personal philosophy of meaning and value is

B. Discuss why it’s important to have one for life in general


C. Discuss why it’s important to have one in professional situations

 
D. Thesis—why it’s important for one’s personal philosophy to match with the philosophical principles of one’s chosen profession

II. Your approach to meaning and value


A. Define


B. Explain


C. Explain source of your approach to meaning and value



1. Personal, biographical, philosophical, educational, religious, etc.


D. Explain how your approach to meaning and value developed (tell a story)

III. Demonstrate how your own philosophy relates to themes and material discussed in the course


A. What is the underlying relationship between your philosophy and the subject of the course?


B. Course theme or material 1



1. How does your philosophy relate to course theme 1?



2. Connect to one of these: personal experience and outlook, including (if you wish) your personal philosophy of life, your ethical standards and values, your career plans and ambitions, or your view of growth and self-development.


C. Course theme or material 2



1. How does your philosophy relate to course theme 1?



2. Connect to one of these: personal experience and outlook, including (if you wish) your personal philosophy of life, your ethical standards and values, your career plans and ambitions, or your view of growth and self-development.


D. Course theme or material 2



1. How does your philosophy relate to course theme 1?



2. Connect to one of these: personal experience and outlook, including (if you wish) your personal philosophy of life, your ethical standards and values, your career plans and ambitions, or your view of growth and self-development.

IV. Applicability to professional situation


A. Define professional situation


B. Explain professional situation


C. Philosophical basis of professional situation


D. Connection between your philosophy of meaning and value and the underlying philosophical basis of your professional situation (ie. How are these two philosophies compatible?  If they aren’t compatible, you’re probably very unhappy with your job).


E. Aspect of personal philosophy of meaning and value 1



1. Define



2. Explain how it is applicable to your professional situation



3. Apply—give an example



4. Analyze example



5. Connect to the connection between your philosophy of meaning and value and the philosophical basis of your professional situation


F. Aspect of personal philosophy of meaning and value 2



1. Define



2. Explain how it is applicable to your professional situation



3. Apply—give an example



4. Analyze example



5. Connect to the connection between your philosophy of meaning and value and the philosophical basis of your professional situation


G. Aspect of personal philosophy of meaning and value 3



1. Define



2. Explain how it is applicable to your professional situation



3. Apply—give an example



4. Analyze example



5. Connect to the connection between your philosophy of meaning and value and the philosophical basis of your professional situation

V. Personal Action Plan


A. Identify areas of your professional situation to which you could apply your personal philosophy of meaning and value (this will be easiest if you find areas of your professional situation to which you are not currently applying your philosophy or if you can talk about the future professional situation that you plan to enter once you have completed your degree.)


B. Area 1



1. Define it



2. Explain what it encompasses



3. Explain why your philosophy is applicable to it



4. Explain how you will apply your philosophy to it



5. Lay out specific actions you will take to apply your philosophy to it


C. Area 2



1. Define it



2. Explain what it encompasses



3. Explain why your philosophy is applicable to it



4. Explain how you will apply your philosophy to it



5. Lay out specific actions you will take to apply your philosophy to it


D. Area 3



1. Define it



2. Explain what it encompasses



3. Explain why your philosophy is applicable to it



4. Explain how you will apply your philosophy to it



5. Lay out specific actions you will take to apply your philosophy to it


E. Evaluate



1. how will you evaluate whether your action plan is working?

VI. Conclusion


A. Statement about the importance of understanding and articulating a philosophy of value and meaning


B. Statement about the importance of holding to that philosophy by applying it


C. Statement about the importance of the fit between your philosophy and the underlying principles of your professional situation

