ENG 250: Survey of American Literature

How does Harriet Jacobs’ Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl compare to Frederick Douglass’s narrative?  What goals, values, and strategies do Jacobs and Douglass have in common?  In what respects do they differ?  How does each regard and describe the inherent power of the individual?  And how does gender influence these distinctions and similarities?

I. Jacobs and Douglass


A. How do the two works compare?



1. Find a similarity in theme



2. Find a similarity in action



1. Find a similarity in tone

II. Goals


A. Shared goal



1. Jacobs’ version of the goal



2. Douglass’ version of the goal



3. Why do they share this goal?


B. Different goals (but in the same area of life if possible)



1. Jacobs’ goal



2. Douglass’ goal



3. Why do they have different goals?

III. Values


A. Shared value



1. Jacobs’ version of the value



2. Douglass’ version of the value



3. Why do they share this value?


B. Different values (but in the same area of life if possible)



1. Jacobs’ value



2. Douglass’ value



3. Why do they have different values?

IV. Strategies


A. Shared strategy



1. Jacobs’ version of the strategy



2. Douglass’ version of the strategy



3. Why do they share this strategy?


B. Different strategies (but in the same area of life if possible)



1. Jacobs’ strategy



2. Douglass’ strategy



3. Why do they have different strategies?

V. Inherent power of the individual


A. Jacobs



1. Regard for inherent power of the individual




a. give example




b. why does she have this regard?  What is the philosophical basis for her regard?



2. Description of the inherent power of the individual




a. give example




b. Why does she describe the inherent power of the individual in this way?  What metaphor or idea is contained in the description?


B. Douglass



1. Regard for inherent power of the individual




a. give example




b. why does she have this regard?  What is the philosophical basis for her regard?



2. Description of the inherent power of the individual




a. give example




b. Why does she describe the inherent power of the individual in this way?  What metaphor or idea is contained in the description?

VI. Role of gender (or do in each section)


A. Role of gender in goals


B. Role of gender in values


C. Role of gender in strategies


D. Role of gender in inherent power of the individual

